The Blessings of Obedience

General Introduction

‘For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous. Ro-
mans 5:19.

One honoured of all heaven came to this world to stand in human nature at the head of humanity, testifying to the fallen
angels and to the inhabitants of the unfallen worlds that through the divine help which has been provided, every one may walk
in the path of obedience to God's commands.

No one less holy than the Only-Begotten of the Father could have offered a sacrifice that would be efficacious to cleanse
all, even the most sinful and degraded, who accept the Saviour as their atonement and become obedient to Heaven' s law. Noth-
ing less could have reinstated man in God' s favour.

Christ gave His life to make it possible for man to be restored to the image of God. It isthe power of His grace that draws
men together in obedience to the truth.

God desires us to reach the standard of perfection made possible for us by the gift of Christ. He calls upon us to make our
choice on the right side, to connect with heavenly agencies, to adopt principles that will restore in us the divine image. In His
written Word and in the great book of nature He has revealed the principles of life. It is our work to obtain a knowledge of
these principles, and by obedience to co-operate with Him in restoring health to the body as well as to the soul.

Men need to learn that the blessings of obedience, in their fullness, can be theirs only as they receive the grace of Christ. It
is His grace that gives men power to obey the laws of God. It is this that enables him to break the bondage of evil habit. Thisis
the only power that can make him and keep him steadfast in the right path.

To the heart that has become purified, all is changed. The Spirit of God produces a new life in the soul, bringing the
thoughts and desires into obedience to the will of Christ; and the inward man is renewed in the image of God. Weak and erring
men and women show to the world that the redeeming power of grace can cause the faulty character to develop into symmetry
and abundant fruitfulness.

God’s Amazing Grace, page 103.

Thereason for these lessons.

The growing influence of the Calvinistic ‘once saved, always saved' type of religion has led to a downplaying of the impor-
tance of obedience in the Christian life. Sometimes it is expressed quite openly; for example, Dr R. T. Kendall, in his book,
Once Saved, Always Saved, puts it this way: ‘“What if we sin? That is the most obvious question. The question is then often
reshaped and put like this: What if a person who is saved fallsinto sin, staysin sin and is found in that very condition when he
dies? Will he still go to heaven? Answer: yes. If he was truly saved in the first place, yes. If the answer to this question is no,
this book is utterly unnecessary.” [Emphasis added.] Sometimes this contempt for obedience is expressed more subtly: We
shall be sinning until Jesus comes. This version of Christianity makes obedience an optional extra after salvation has aready
been achieved and entirely unrelated to salvation. These lessons will consider what the Word of God has to say about obedi-
ence and whether obedience is optional for the Christian or required for salvation.

Lesson 1. March 29-April 4
‘TheLord God commanded the man’

MEMORY VERSE: ‘But if ye will not obey the voice of the LORD, but rebel against the commandment of the LORD, then
shall the hand of the LORD be against you, asit was against your fathers.” 1 Samuel 12:15.

STUDY HELP: Review & Herald, December 15, 1896: ‘ The Importance of Obedience’

LESSON SCRIPTURE: Exodus 19:3-6, Deuteronomy 26:16-19, 1 Peter 2:9-10.

LESSON AIM: To study how the Bible introduces the theme of obedience, and its importance, from beginning to end of the
Scriptures.

I ntroduction

‘Christ does not lessen the claims of the law. In unmistakable language He presents obedience to it as the condition of eternal
life, the same condition that was required of Adam before his fall. The Lord expects no less of the soul now than He expected
of man in Paradise, perfect obedience, unblemished righteousness. The requirement under the covenant of grace is just as
broad as the requirement made in Eden, harmony with God’ s law, which is holy, just, and good.” Christ’s Object Lessons, page
391.

‘Thewages of sin isdeath’

1. What command did God give to Adam as soon as he was created? Genesis 2:16-17.



NOTE: ‘Our first parents, though created innocent and holy, were not placed beyond the possibility of wrongdoing. They were
to enjoy communion with God and with holy angels; but before they could be rendered eternally secure, their loyalty must be
tested. At the very beginning of man’s existence a check was placed upon the desire for self-indulgence, the fatal passion that
lay at the foundation of Satan’sfall. The tree of knowledge, which stood near the tree of life in the midst of the garden, was to
be a test of the obedience, faith, and love of our first parents. While permitted to eat freely of every other tree, they were for-
bidden to taste of this, on pain of death. They were also to be exposed to the temptations of Satan; but if they endured the trial,
they would finally be placed beyond his power, to enjoy perpetua favour with God.” Conflict & Courage, page 13.

2. What warning did God give to Adam of the penalty for disobedience? Genesis 2:17, last part. Compare Romans
6:23, first part.

NOTE: NOTE: The basic Bible teaching from beginning to end is: ‘the wages of sin is death.” Romans 6:23. What do we un-
derstand by this? Ezekiel 18:4. ‘The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” James 1:15. ‘And sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth
death.” Genesis 2:17. ‘In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” Romans 5:12. ‘ Death passed upon al men, for
that all have sinned.” So the Bible teaches that there is a simple cause-effect relationship between sin and death. Sin is the
cause; death is the result. A cause-effect relationship is one where one thing inevitably leads to another. If you have a flash of
lightning, you will get aroll of thunder. You don’t get the thunder without the lightning first. The electrical discharge seenin
the lightning causes the noise we call thunder. The effect, ‘thunder’, is caused by the flash, ‘lightning.” Y ou may have to wait
for a few seconds after the flash to hear the thunder. If the flash was far away, you may have to listen very carefully. But the
cause leads to the effect. In the same way, the Bible teaches that sin is the thing that causes death. Until there was sin, there
was no death. The Bible says simply, ‘ Death by sin.” Romans 5:12.

‘All that God commanded him’

3. Why was Noah marked out by the Lord asdistinct from the other s of his generation? Genesis 6:22, Genesis 7:5.
NOTE: ‘ Those who have had living faith in the messages of God for the time in which they have lived, and who have acted out
their faith in obedience to His commands, have been accepted of God, and have escaped the judgments that were to fall upon
the disobedient and unbelieving. The word came to Noah, “Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have | seen
righteous before Me.” Noah obeyed and was saved.” Review & Herald, November 5, 1889.

4. How did the Lord regard Noah because of his obedience? Genesis 6:8-9. (Read verses 5-7 for contrast.) Think
about Ezekiel 14:14, 20.

NOTE: ‘As it was in the days of Noah, when the wickedness of men was so great that God swept from the face of the earth
every living thing save that which found refuge in the ark, so also shall it be when the Son of man is revealed. Man’s theories
are exalted, honoured, and placed where God and His law should be. But God has not altered the thing that has gone out of His
lips. His word will stand fast forever, as unalterable as His throne. When every case is decided in the courts of heaven, this
covenant will be brought forth, plainly written with the finger of God. The world will be arraigned before the bar of infinite
Justice to receive sentence, alife measuring with the life of God for obedience, and death for transgression.” Review & Herald,
April 17, 1900.

‘Because thou hast obeyed My voice

5. Why was Abraham so honoured by God? Genesis 22:15-18.

NOTE: ‘The Lord spoke unto him, saying: “ Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest “ “and offer him.. . . for
a burnt offering.” The heart of the old man stood still with horror. The loss of such a son by disease would have been most
heartrending to the fond father, it would have bowed his whitened head with sorrow; but now he is commanded to shed the
precious blood of that son with his own hand. It seemed to him a fearful impossibility. Yet God had spoken, and His word
must be obeyed. Abraham was stricken in years, but this did not excuse him from duty. He grasped the staff of faith and in
dumb agony took by the hand his child, beautiful in the rosy health of youth, and went out to obey the word of God.” Conflict
& Courage, page 56.

6. How arewe shown that obedience wasthe theme of Abraham’slife? Hebrews11:8.

NOTE: ‘It was no light test that was thus brought upon Abraham, no small sacrifice that was required of him. There were
strong ties to bind him to his country, his kindred, and his home. But he did not hesitate to obey the call. He had no question to
ask concerning the land of promise, whether the soil was fertile and the climate healthful; whether the country afforded agree-
able surroundings and would afford opportunities for amassing wealth. God had spoken, and His servant must obey; the happi-
est place on earth for him was the place where God would have him to be.” Conflict & Courage, page 44.

‘Whoisthe LORD, that | should obey Hisvoice?’

7. Why did thewrath of God fall upon Pharaoh? Exodus 5:2.

NOTE: ‘As persons become convinced from the Scriptures that the claims of the fourth commandment are still binding, the
guestion is often raised: Isit necessary in order to secure salvation that we keep the Sabbath? Thisis a question of grave impor-
tance. If the light has shone from the word of God, if the message has been presented to men, as it was to Pharaoh, and they
refuse to heed that message, if they reject the light, they refuse to obey God, and cannot be saved in their disobedience. On the
other hand, many have died conscientiously observing the first day of the week as the Sabbath of the fourth commandment.



These will not be condemned, because they followed the best light they had. They will not be held responsible for light which
they never received. Christ said to the scribes and Pharisees: “If | had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin;
but now they have no cloak for their sin.” Again He said, “For judgment | am come into this world, that they which see not
might see; and that they which see might be made blind. And some of the Pharisees which were with Him heard these words,
and said unto Him, Are we blind also? Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no sin; but now ye say, We see;
therefore your sin remaineth.”’ Review & Herald, January 5, 1886.

8. How wasM oses shown the importance of obedience before he went to meet Pharaoch? Exodus 4:24-26.

NOTE: ‘As Moses journeyed to Egypt, the angel of the Lord met him and assumed a threatening posture, as though he would
dlay him. He was fearful of hislife. He had yielded to the refusal of his wife to have their son circumcised, and, in compliance
with her wishes, had neglected to obey God. His wife, fearful that her husband might be slain, overcame her feelings of undue
affection for her son and performed the act herself. After this, the angel let Moses go. In his mission to Pharaoh, he was to be
placed in a perilous position, where his life would be exposed to the will of the king, if God did not by His power, through the
presence of His angels, preserve him. While Moses was living in neglect of one of God's positive commands, his life would
not be secure, for God's angels could not protect him while in disobedience. Therefore, the angel met him in the way and
threatened his life. He did not explain to Moses why he assumed that threatening aspect. Moses knew that there was a cause.
He was going to Egypt according to God’ s express command, therefore the journey was right. He at once remembered that he
had not obeyed God in performing the ordinance of circumcision upon his youngest son, and had yielded to his wife’s entreat-
ies to postpone the ceremony. After he had obeyed the command of God he was free to go before Pharaoh, and there was noth-
ing in the way to hinder the ministration of angelsin connection with hiswork.” Spiritual Gifts, volume 3, page 195.

‘A peculiar treasureto Meabove all peopl€e’

9. What wasthe basis on which Israel’s special standing before God was based? Exodus 19:3-6, Deuteronomy 26:16-
19.

NOTE: ‘God is no respecter of persons; but in every generation they that fear the Lord and work righteousness are accepted of
Him; while those who are murmuring, unbelieving, and rebellious will not have His favour nor the blessings promised to those
who love the truth and walk in it. Those who have the light and do not follow it, but disregard the requirements of God, will
find that their blessings will be changed into curses and their mercies into judgments. God would have us learn humility and
obedience as we read the history of ancient Israel, who were His chosen and peculiar people, but who brought their own de-
struction by following their own ways.” Testimonies, volume 3, page 172.

10. Whom does God regard as His peculiar peopletoday? 1 Peter 2:9-10, Revelation 14:12.

NOTE: ‘God’s people, above al people in the world, should be patterns of piety, holy in heart and in conversation. The people
whom God has chosen as His peculiar treasure, He requires to be elevated, refined, sanctified, partakers of the divine nature,
having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. If such indulge in sin and iniquity who make so high a profes-
sion, their guilt is very great, because they have great light, and have by their profession taken their position as God' s special,
chosen people, having the law of God written in their hearts. They signify their loyalty to the God of Heaven by yielding obe-
dience to the laws of His government. They are God' s representatives upon the earth. Any sin or transgression in them sepa-
rates them from God, and, in a special manner, dishonours His name by giving the enemies of God's holy law occasion to re-
proach His cause and His people, whom He has called “a chosen generation, aroyal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar peo-
ple,” that they should show forth the praises of Him that hath called them out of darkness into His marvellouslight.” A Solemn
Appeal, page 143.

‘Blessed arethey’

11. What isthe purpose of the plan for man’s salvation? Romans 5:19.

NOTE: ‘By transgression, man became [Satan’s] captive, and man’s kingdom also was betrayed into the hands of the arch re-
bel. Now the way seemed open for Satan to establish an independent kingdom, and to defy the authority of God and His Son.
But the plan of salvation made it possible for man again to be brought into harmony with God, and to render obedience to His
law, and for both man and the earth to be finally redeemed from the power of the wicked one.’ Patriarchs & Prophets, page
331

12. How arewe shown that only those restored to obedience will enter the New Jerusalem? Revelation 22:14.

NOTE: ‘Here are the conditions upon which every soul will be elected to eternal life. Y our obedience to God's commandments
will prove your right to an inheritance with the saintsin light. God has elected a certain excellence of character; and every one
who, through the grace of Christ, shall reach the standard of His requirement will have an abundant entrance into the kingdom
of glory. All who would reach this standard of character will have to employ the means that God has provided to this end. If
you would inherit the rest that remaineth for the children of God, you must become a co-labourer with God. Y ou are elected to
wear the yoke of Chrigt, to bear His burden, to lift His cross. You are to be diligent “to make your calling and election sure.” [2
Peter 1:10.] Search the Scriptures, and you will see that not a son or a daughter of Adam is elected to be saved in disobedience
to God'slaw. The world makes void the law of God; but Christians are chosen to sanctification through obedience to the truth.’
Christian Education, page 118.

It is not surprising that Satan has attacked this verse especially. By carefully tampering with a few letters in the Greek, it has
been possible to remove obedience from this verse and replace it with ‘wash their robes,” the reading preferred in practically all
recent English versions and found in their preferred manuscript, the notoriously corrupt Codex Sinaiaticus. (The book of Reve-



lation is completely absent from Codex Vaticanus.) Commandmentsis ‘entolas’, robesis ‘stolas.’ The difference between ‘do’
and ‘wash’ is ‘poiountes and ‘pluontes.” Tertullian, living the 2™ century, and Cyprian, living in the 3" century, both quote
this verse as ‘do His commandments.” But Athanasius, living in the 4™ century and Primasius, at the turn of the 6" century,
guote this verse as ‘wash their robes.’

Lesson 2: April 5-11
‘Thou shalt not eat of it’

MEMORY VERSE: ‘But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die’ Genesis 2:17.

STUDY HELP: Conflict & Courage, page 13.

LESSON SCRIPTURE: Genesis 2:16-17, 3:1-24.

LESSON AIM: To study the disobedience of Adam and Eve, and its consequences.

I ntroduction

‘To his children, and to their children, to the ninth generation, Adam delineated the perfections of his Eden home; and also his
fall and its dreadful results. He declared to them that sin would be punished, in whatever form it existed; and he entreated them
to obey God, who would deal mercifully with them if they should love and fear Him. Adam was commanded to teach his de-
scendants the fear of the Lord, and, by his example of humble obedience, lead them to highly regard the offerings which typi-
fied a Saviour to come. Adam carefully treasured what God had revealed to him, and handed it down by word of mouth to his
children and children’s children.” Conflict & Courage, page 22.

‘TheLord God commanded the man’

1. How arewe shown that obedience was required of Adam? Genesis 2:16-17.

NOTE: ‘We cannot overestimate the value of simple faith and unquestioning obedience. It is by following in the path of obedi-
ence in simple faith that the character obtains perfection. Adam was required to render strict obedience to God's command-
ments, and no lower standard is presented to those who desire salvation today.” Lift Him Up, page 139.

2. What wasthe penalty for disobediencethat God revealed to Adam? Genesis 2:17, last part.

NOTE: ‘To Adam and Eve were plainly stated the laws of Paradise, with the penalty for wilful disobedience. They disobeyed,
and disobedience brought its sure result. Death entered the world. Transgression is disobedience to the commands of God. Had
these commands always been obeyed, there would have been no sin. The penalty of transgression is always death.” In Heav-
enly Places, page 153.

‘“Yeshall not surely di€’

3. What question did thetempter ask Eve and what was her reply? Genesis 3:1-3.

NOTE: ‘How artfully had Satan approached Eve in Eden! “Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?”
Genesis 3:1. Thus far the tempter’s words were truth; but in his manner of speaking them there was a disguised contempt for
the words of God. There was a covert negative, a doubt of the divine truthfulness. Satan sought to instil into the mind of Eve
the thought that God would not do as He had said; that the withholding of such beautiful fruit was a contradiction of His love
and compassion for man.” Desire of Ages, page 118.

4. How did thetempter respond to Eve' sreply? Genesis 3:4-5.

NOTE: You see in Satan’s words a denia of the cause-effect relationship of sin to death. Most Christian churches today per-
petuate Satan’s lie, often by redefining what death is (e.g. separation from God) so as to deny that death will really occur, say-
ing that death is merely another form of living. For example, the evangelist Roger Carswell writes: ‘ The moment you die, you
will be more alive than ever you were before you died.” Questions & Answers from the Bible, page 49.

‘The great original lie which he [Satan] told to Eve in Eden, “Ye shall not surely die,” was the first sermon ever preached on
the immortality of the soul. That sermon was crowned with success, and terrible results followed. He has brought minds to
receive that sermon as truth, and ministers preach it, sing it, and pray it. After the Fall, Satan bade his angels make a special
effort to inculcate the belief in man’s natural immortality; and having induced the people to receive this error, they were to lead
them on to conclude that the sinner would live in eternal misery. Now the prince of darkness, working through his agents,
represents God as a revengeful tyrant, declaring that He plunges into hell all those who do not please Him, and causes them
ever to feel Hiswrath. A large class to whom the doctrine of eternal torment is revolting are driven to the opposite error. They
see that the Scriptures represent God as a being of love and compassion, and they cannot believe that He will consign His crea-
turesto the fires of an eternally burning hell. But holding that the soul is naturally immortal, they see no alternative but to con-
clude that all mankind will finally be saved. Many regard the threatenings of the Bible as designed merely to frighten men into
obedience, and not to be literally fulfilled. Thus the sinner can live in selfish pleasure, disregarding the requirements of God,
and yet expect to be finally received into Hisfavour.” The Faith | Live By, page 178.



‘Adam and hiswife hid themselves

5. What wasthe reaction of Adam and Eveto their sin? Genesis 3:7-8.

NOTE: ‘In their innocence and holiness they had joyfully welcomed the approach of their Creator; but now they fled in terror,
and sought to hide in the deepest recesses of the garden.’” Patriarchs & Prophets, page 57.

‘“While he was engaged in his appointed work, he never thought of hiding from God, but responded as soon he heard His foot-
steps in the garden, and hastened to shorten the distance between him and his Maker. What precious communings he had with
God! But after he sinned, he feared that every sound was the footstep of God. He did not want to see God, and when he heard
Him coming, he did not hasten to meet Him, but hid himself. “And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where
art thou? And he said, | heard Thy voice in the garden, and | was afraid, because | was naked; and | hid myself. And He said,
Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof | commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?” This,
then, was the reason. He had broken the command of God; and the light of righteousness that had encompassed him as a gar-
ment had disappeared, leaving him naked, and he was afraid to meet God. Sin is the only nakedness, the only degradation, the
only dishonour, that we can know; it is the only thing that will make us afraid to meet God.” Review & Herald, January 26,
1897.

6. Why was sentence pronounced on Adam and Eve? Genesis 3:17.

NOTE: ‘The principles of justice required a faithful narration of facts for the benefit of all who should ever read the Sacred
Record. Here we discern the evidences of divine wisdom. We are required to obey the law of God, and are not only instructed
as to the penalty of disobedience, but we have narrated for our benefit and warning the history of Adam and Eve in Paradise,
and the sad results of their disobedience of God's commands. The account is full and explicit. The law givento manin Edenis
recorded, together with the penalty accruing in case of its disobedience. Then follows the story of the temptation and fall, and
the punishment inflicted upon our erring parents. Their example is given us as a warning against disobedience, that we may be
sure that the wages of sin is death, that God's retributive justice never fails, and that He exacts from His creatures a strict re-
gard for His commandments.” Testimonies, volume 4, page 11.

‘The soul that sinneth, it shall die

7.  Why hasdeath passed upon all men? Romans5:12.

NOTE: Many, reading hastily, claim that we all die because of Adam’s sin. But thisis not what Paul writes. We al die because
we, like Adam, have sinned. Though Adam’s sin wrought great changes in the natural order of things, yet no man can lay the
blame for his sins upon Adam. We are each responsible for our own sins and must give account for our sins before God.

‘Do you mean to cast reproach upon God? Well, you say, It was Adam’s sin. You say, | am not guilty of that, and | am not
responsible for his guilt and fall. Here al these natural tendencies are in me, and | am not to blame if | act out these natural
tendencies. Who is to blame? Is God? Why did God let Satan have this power over human nature? These are accusations
against the God of heaven, and He will give you an opportunity, if you want it, of finally bringing your accusations against
Him. Then He will bring His accusations against you when you are brought into His court of judgment.” Selected Messages,
book 3, page 179.

‘Our first parents by their disobedience opened the floodgates of woe to the race, and notwithstanding we have before us their
sad experience in transgression, and the terrible result, we do not cease to sin; but while we deplore the sin of Adam, which
was attended with such fearful consegquences, we follow in the same course and realise the penalty of our own sins; for which
suffering we alone are accountable. The providence of God is not responsible for the woes of man; his own course of action
brings the sure result.” Forest Park Reporter, March 30, 1879.

8. How arewe shown that we do not diefor the sin of Adam? Ezekiel 18:20.
NOTE: Here is the divine principle of justice. No one is required by God to bear the iniquity of another. Each of us must bear
the guilt of our own sins. Only Christ, by His spotlesslife, is qualified to bear the sins of others.

‘ThelLord clothed them’

9. What provision did the Lord make so that Adam and Eve did not die on the day they sinned? Consider Genesis
3:21.

NOTE: A little thought will show that the only way these coats of skins could be made was through the deaths of those inno-
cent creatures whose skins were used. And so the Lord taught the first lesson about redemption. If man were not to die for his
sins, an innocent substitute must take his place. When man sinned, he became aware of his nakedness before God. He strove to
conceal his nakedness by making a covering through sewing together fig leaves. But this man-made covering did not take
away the shame of their nakedness. Only the covering that the Lord provided, produced by shedding the blood of an innocent
substitute, provided an adequate covering for the shame of their nakedness and guilt.

‘Naked and ashamed, they tried to supply the place of the heavenly garments by sewing together fig leaves for a covering. This
is what the transgressors of God's law have done ever since the day of Adam and Eve's disobedience. They have sewed to-
gether fig leaves to cover the nakedness caused by transgression. They have worn the garments of their own devising, by
works of their own they have tried to cover their sins, and make themselves acceptable with God. But this they can never do.
Nothing can man devise to supply the place of hislost robe of innocence. No fig-leaf garment, no worldly citizen dress, can be
worn by those who sit down with Christ and angels at the marriage supper of the Lamb. Only the covering which Christ Him-



self has provided can make us meet to appear in God' s presence. This covering, the robe of His own righteousness, Christ will
put upon every repenting, believing soul. “1 counsel thee,” He says, “to buy of Me . . . white raiment, that thou mayest be
clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear.” Revelation 3:18. Thisrobe, woven in the loom of heaven, hasin it
not one thread of human devising. Christ in His humanity wrought out a perfect character, and this character He offers to im-
part to us. “All our righteousness are as filthy rags.” Isaiah 64.6. Everything that we of ourselves can do is defiled by sin. But
the Son of God “was manifested to take away our sins; and in Him is no sin.” Sin is defined to be “the transgression of the
law.” 1 John 3:5, 4. But Christ was obedient to every requirement of the law. He said of Himself, “I delight to do Thy will, O
My God; yea, Thy law is within My heart.” Psalm 40:8. When on earth, He said to His disciples, “I have kept My Father’s
commandments.” John 15:10. By His perfect obedience He has made it possible for every human being to obey God’'s com-
mandments. When we submit ourselves to Christ, the heart is united with His heart, the will is merged in His will, the mind
becomes one with His mind, the thoughts are brought into captivity to Him; we live His life. This is what it means to be
clothed with the garment of His righteousness. Then as the Lord looks upon us He sees, not the fig-leaf garment, not the na-
kedness and deformity of sin, but His own robe of righteousness, which is perfect obedience to the law of Jehovah.” Christ's
Object Lessons, pages 310-311.

10. How are we shown that this principle of the death of the Innocent Substitute was understood by Adam’s family?
Genesis4:4.

NOTE: ‘Fallen man, because of his guilt, could no longer come directly before God with his supplications; for his transgres-
sion of the divine law had placed an impassable barrier between the holy God and the transgressor. But a plan was devised that
the sentence of death should rest upon a Substitute. In the plan of redemption there must be the shedding of blood, for death
must come in consequence of man’s sin. The beasts for sacrificial offerings were to prefigure Christ. In the slain victim, man
was to see the fulfilment for the time being of God’s word, “Thou shalt surely die.” And the flowing of the blood from the vic-
tim would also signify an atonement. There was no virtue in the blood of animals; but the shedding of the blood of beasts was
to point forward to a Redeemer who would one day come to the world and die for the sins of men. And thus Christ would fully
vindicate His Father’slaw.” Confrontation, page 21.

‘Thetreeof life’

11. What waslost to Adam and Eve because of their sin? Genesis 3:22-24.

NOTE: ‘The dwellers in Eden had been placed upon probation; their happy estate could be retained only on condition of fidel-
ity to the Creator’s law. They could obey and live, or disobey and perish. God had made them the recipients of rich blessings;
but should they disregard His will, He who spared not the angels that sinned could not spare them; transgression would forfeit
His gifts, and bring upon them misery and ruin. Adam and Eve transgressed the law of God. This made it necessary for them to
be driven from Eden and be separated from the tree of life, to eat of which after their transgression would perpetuate sin.” The
Faith | Live By, page 179.

12. When and to whom will the Tree of life berestored? Revelation 22:14.

NOTE: ‘Adam was driven from Eden, and the angels who, before his transgression, had been appointed to guard him in his
Eden home, were now appointed to guard the gates of paradise and the way of the tree of life, lest he should return, gain access
to the tree of life, and sin be immortalised. Sin drove man from paradise; and sin was the cause of the removal of paradise from
the earth. In consequence of transgression of God's law, Adam lost paradise. In obedience to the Father’s law, and through
faith in the atoning blood of His Son, paradise may be regained. “ Repentance toward God,” because His law has been trans-
gressed, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ, as man’'s only Redeemer, will be acceptable with God. Notwithstanding man’'s
sinfulness, the merits of God’s dear Son in his behalf will avail with the Father.” Confrontation, page 15.

Lesson 3: April 12-18
‘According to all that God commanded him’

MEMORY VERSE: ‘By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the
saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.” Hebrews
11.7.

STUDY HELP: Desire of Ages, page 634.

LESSON SCRIPTURE: Genesis 6:9-7:9.

LESSON AIM: To study the obedience of Noah.

I ntroduction

‘God has always given men warning of coming judgments. Those who had faith in His message for their time, and who acted
out their faith, in obedience to His commandments, escaped the judgments that fell upon the disobedient and unbelieving. The
word came to Noah, “Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have | seen righteous before Me.” Noah obeyed and
was saved.” Maranatha, page 36.



‘The wickedness of man was great’

1. What wasthe state of theworld in which Noah lived? Genesis 6.5, 12.

NOTE: ‘Men put God out of their knowledge and worshiped the creatures of their own imagination; and as the result, they
became more and more debased. The psalmist describes the effect produced upon the worshiper by the adoration of idols. He
says, “They that make them are like unto them; so is every one that trusteth in them.” Psalm 115:8. It is a law of the human
mind that by beholding we become changed. Man will rise no higher than his conceptions of truth, purity, and holiness. If the
mind is never exalted above the level of humanity, if it is not uplifted by faith to contemplate infinite wisdom and love, the
man will be constantly sinking lower and lower. The worshipers of false gods clothed their deities with human attributes and
passions, and thus their standard of character was degraded to the likeness of sinful humanity. They were defiled in conse-
guence. “God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart
was only evil continualy. . . . The earth also was corrupt before God; and the earth was filled with violence.” God had given
men His commandments as a rule of life, but His law was transgressed, and every conceivable sin was the result. The wicked-
ness of men was open and daring, justice was trampled in the dust, and the cries of the oppressed reached unto heaven.” Patri-
archs & Prophets, page 91.

2. How did God respond to the all-pervading corruption of the earth of Noah’s day? Genesis 6:6-7, 12-13.

NOTE: ‘God is full of love and plenteous in mercy; but He will by no means acquit those who neglect the great salvation He
has provided. The long-lived antediluvians were swept from the earth because they made void the divine law. God will not
again bring from the heavens above and the earth beneath waters as His weapons to use in the destruction of the world; but
when next His vengeance shall be poured out against those who despise His authority, they will be destroyed by fire concealed
in the bowels of the earth, awakened into intense activity by fires from heaven above.” Our High Calling, page 252.

‘Every day you remain in sin you are grieving God by your impenitence. Will you not remember that the time is just upon you
when the last day of mercy will come? Then God will rise up out of His place to punish the world for its iniquity. Then the
earth shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain. The clouds of wrath which have been gathering will burst
with pitiless fury upon the world.” Review & Herald, December 1, 1896.

‘A preacher of righteousness

3. What wasthework that God called Noah to do? 2 Peter 2:5.

NOTE: ‘The message of Noah was to him areality. Amid the scoffs and jeers of the world, he was an unbending witness for
God. His meekness and righteousness were in bright contrast to the revolting crimes, intrigue, and violence continually prac-
tised around him. A power attended his words; for it was the voice of God to man through His servant. Connection with God
made him strong in the strength of infinite power, while for one hundred and twenty years his solemn warning voice fell upon
the ears of the men of that generation in regard to events, which, so far as human wisdom could judge, seemed impossible.
Some were deeply convicted, and would have heeded the words of warning; but there were so many to jest and ridicule that
they partook of the same spirit, resisted the invitations of mercy, refused to reform, and were soon among the boldest and most
defiant scoffers; for none are so reckless, and go to such lengths in sin, as those who have once had light, but have resisted the
convicting Spirit of God. How simple and childlike, amid the unbelief of a scoffing world, was the faith of Noah. He gave to
the world an example of believing just what God said.” Reflecting Christ, page 322.

4. How wasthe preaching of Noah received by his contemporaries? 1 Peter 3:20. Consider 2 Peter 3:3-6.

NOTE: ‘Noah, by his preaching and example in building the ark, condemned the world. God gave al who chose an opportu-
nity to repent and turn to Him. But they believed not the preaching of Noah. They mocked at his warnings, and ridiculed the
building of that immense vessel on dry land. Noah’s efforts to reform his fellow-men did not succeed. But for more than one
hundred years he persevered in his efforts to turn men to repentance and to God. Every blow struck upon the ark was preaching
to the people. Noah directed, he preached, he worked, while the people looked on in amazement, and regarded him as a fa-
natic.” Spirit of Prophecy, volume 1, page 70.

‘Noah walked with God’

5. What commended Noah in God’s sight? Genesis 6:8-9. Compare Genesis 5:22.

NOTE: ‘Noah had faith in God. His position was a trying one; he had to fight the good fight of faith at every step. One hundred
and twenty years of probation was granted to the inhabitants of the world, and Noah was to live through that generation. Every-
thing around him was in confusion. On all sides was sin and wickedness, disregard of God and His holy law; but he was to live
among men, and not be a partaker of their wicked works, but to be an example of righteousness, and faith, and entire obedience
to God. Amid world-wide contempt of God, he was a faithful preacher of righteousness, exemplifying to the world what a
man'’s life could be by reposing confidence in the sure word of God, by rendering obedience to al His commandments. Nearly
the whole world was against Noah.” Signs of the Times, April 18, 1895.

6. What testimony isgiven regarding Noah’'s obedience? Genesis 6:22, Genesis 7:5, 9, 16.

NOTE: ‘What congtituted the difference between Enoch and Noah, and those who were destroyed by the flood? Enoch and
Noah were obedient to the law of God; the others walked in the imagination of their own hearts, and corrupted their ways be-
fore the Lord, disregarding all His requirements. By their disobedience they separated themselves from Him, and provoked
Him to destroy them. Enoch and Noah were found righteous when tested by the law of God. Had the antediluvians kept the



way of God, had they obeyed His commandments, they too would have been found righteous, and would have received the
Lord's commendation. In his letter to the Romans Paul writes of the obedient and the disobedient. “1 am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ,” he says; “for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the
Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith; asit is written, The just shall live by faith.” These
are the obedient. As faith in God increases, the more distinctly we endure the seeing of Him who is invisible, and we are
strengthened to obey Him.” Signs of the Times, February 11, 1897.

‘Thee have |l seen righteous before M€’

7.  When the whole world was condemned to destruction, why was Noah saved with his household? Genesis 7:1.
NOTE: ‘The world is no more favourable today for the development of Christian character than in Noah’s day. Then wicked-
ness was so widespread that God said, “I will destroy man whom | have created from the face of the earth; both man, and
beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth Me that | have made them. But Noah found grace in the
eyes of the Lord. . . . Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God.” Y es, amid the corrup-
tion of that degenerate age, Noah was a pleasure to his Creator.” Notebook Leaflets, volume 1, page 33.

8. Whilethe wicked and degenerate antediluvians wer e destroyed by God, what are we told concer ning Noah? Gene-
sis8:1, first part.

NOTE: ‘ The sons of men gave way to the indulgence of appetite, which set on fire their passions. They became violent, basely

corrupt, and hardened. Their thoughts and acts were evil, and God finally visited His wrath upon the children of disobedience,

and washed the earth of its moral pollution by a flood. But God acknowledged the few on earth who were righteous. Noah and

his family were saved. In the midst of His wrath and retributive justice God remembered mercy, and left not the righteous and

faithful to perish with the wicked.” Signs of the Times, August 1, 1878.

‘Not again any mor €

9. How did God respond to Noah’s sacrifice after the Flood? Genesis 8:20-22. Compar e I saiah 54:9-10.

NOTE: ‘With the assurance given to Noah concerning the Flood, God Himself has linked one of the most precious promises of
His grace: “As | have sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go over the earth; so have | sworn that | would not be
wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee. For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but My kindness shall not depart
from thee, neither shall the covenant of My peace be removed, saith Jehovah that hath mercy on thee.” Isaiah 54:9, 10." Patri-
archs & Prophets, page 107.

10. What special covenant did God make with Noah? Genesis 9:9. Read verses9-17.

NOTE: ‘God calls upon us to receive and impart the love which passeth knowledge. He is looking upon His prostrate law,
upon His Sabbath trampled under foot by a race of rebellious subjects. He could have come forth out of His place to punish the
inhabitants of the world for their iniquity. He could have swept them away by a flood, as He did in Noah's day. But He did not
do this. He has spared them because of the covenant made with Noah. The Lord God is full of compassion, mercy, and love.
When His servants, the stewards of his business misrepresent Him, and act contrary to His arrangements, they greatly dishon-
our Him. History will testify against them. Those who are in the service of God, who profess to believe the truth, should
closely examine themselves, to see whether they are in the faith, whether they are using sacred or common fire. At the death of
Nadab and Abihu, Moses declared to Aaron, “Thisisit that the Lord spake, saying, | will be sanctified in them that come nigh
Me, and before all the people | will be glorified.” Let all who name the name of Christ depart frominiquity.” General Confer-
ence Bulletin, October 1, 1899.

‘I will remember My covenant’

11. What lasting token remains of God’s covenant with Noah? Genesis 9:13-17.

NOTE: ‘How great the condescension of God and His compassion for His erring creatures in thus placing the beautiful rain-
bow in the clouds as a token of His covenant with men! The Lord declares that when He looks upon the bow, He will remem-
ber His covenant. This does not imply that He would ever forget; but He speaks to usin our own language, that we may better
understand Him. It was God's purpose that as the children of after generations should ask the meaning of the glorious arch
which spans the heavens, their parents should repeat the story of the Flood, and tell them that the Most High had bended the
bow and placed it in the clouds as an assurance that the waters should never again overflow the earth. Thus from generation to
generation it would testify of divine love to man and would strengthen his confidence in God. In heaven the semblance of a
rainbow encircles the throne and overarches the head of Christ. The prophet says, “As the appearance of the bow that isin the
cloud in the day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness round about [the throne]. This was the appearance of the like-
ness of the glory of Jehovah.” Ezekiel 1:28. The Revelator declares, “Behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the
throne. . . . There was a rainbow round about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald.” Revelation 4.2, 3. When man by his
great wickedness invites the divine judgments, the Saviour, interceding with the Father in his behalf, points to the bow in the
clouds, to the rainbow around the throne and above His own head, as a token of the mercy of God toward the repentant sinner.’
Patriarchs & Prophets, pages 106-107.

12. How doestheBible single out Noah for special mention? Ezekiel 14:14, 20.



NOTE: ‘While Noah was giving his warning message to the world, his works testified of his sincerity. It was thus that his faith
was perfected and made evident. He gave the world an example of believing just what God says. All that he possessed, he in-
vested in the ark. Every blow struck upon the ark was a witness to the people.” Conflict & Courage, page 38.

‘Noah’s warnings had been regjected by the world, but his influence and example resulted in blessings to his family. As are-
ward for his faithfulness and integrity, God saved all the members of his family with him. What encouragement to parental
fidelity!” Patriarchs & Prophets, page 98.

Lesson 4: April 19-25
‘Because that Abraham obeyed’

MEMORY VERSE: ‘And | will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give unto thy seed all these coun-
tries, and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because that Abraham obeyed My voice, and kept My
charge, My commandments, My statutes, and My laws.” Genesis 25:4-5.

STUDY HELP: The Faith | Live By, page 115.

LESSON SCRIPTURE: Genesis 22:1-18.

LESSON AIM: To study the part played by obedience in the life of Abraham.

I ntroduction

‘ James writes of Abraham and says, “Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon
the altar? Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? And the scripture was fulfilled
which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. Ye
see then how that by works a man isjustified, and not by faith only” (James 2:21-24). In order for man to be justified by faith,
faith must reach a point where it will control the affections and impulses of the heart; and it is by obedience that faith itself is
made perfect.’ Faith & Works, page 100.

‘Asthe LorD had spoken unto him’

1. What did God command Abraham when he wasfirst called? Genesis 12:1.

NOTE: ‘In order that God might qualify him for his great work as the keeper of the sacred oracles, Abraham must be separated
from the associations of his early life. The influence of kindred and friends would interfere with the training which the Lord
purposed to give His servant. Now that Abraham was, in a specia sense, connected with heaven, he must dwell among strang-
ers. His character must be peculiar, differing from all the world. He could not even explain his course of action so as to be un-
derstood by his friends. Spiritua things are spiritually discerned, and his motives and actions were not comprehended by his
idolatrous kindred.” Patriarchs & Prophets, page 126.

2. How did Abraham respond to God’'s command? Genesis 12:4, Hebrews 11:8.

NOTE: ‘It was no light test that was thus brought upon Abraham, no small sacrifice that was required of him. There were
strong ties to bind him to his country, his kindred, and his home. But he did not hesitate to obey the call. He had no question to
ask concerning the land of promise, whether the soil was fertile and the climate healthful; whether the country afforded agree-
able surroundings and would afford opportunities for amassing wealth. God had spoken, and His servant must obey; the happi-
est place on earth for him was the place where God would have him to be.” Conflict & Courage, page 44.

‘The patriarch obeyed. He forsook his country, his home, his relatives, and al pleasant associations connected with his early
life, to become a pilgrim and a stranger. Abraham might have reasoned and questioned the purposes of God in this. But he
showed that he had perfect confidence that God was leading him; he did not question whether it was a fertile, pleasant country
or whether or not he should have ease. He went at God’s bidding. Thisisalesson to every one of us.’” In Heavenly Places, page
112.

‘God iswith theein all that thou doest’

3. What reputation did Abraham have among the heathen? Genesis 21:22.

NOTE: ‘God called Abraham, and prospered and honoured him; and the patriarch’s fidelity was a light to the peoplein all the
countries of his sojourn. Abraham did not shut himself away from the people around him. He maintained friendly relations
with the kings of the surrounding nations, by some of whom he was treated with great respect; and his integrity and unselfish-
ness, his valour and benevolence, were representing the character of God. In Mesopotamia, in Canaan, in Egypt, and even to
the inhabitants of Sodom, the God of heaven was revealed through His representative.” Patriarchs & Prophets, page 368.

4. How may wetoday have God with usin all that we do? Haggai 1:12-13.

NOTE: ‘The Lord God omnipotent, who reigneth in the heavens, declares, “I1 am with you.” He assures His people that those
who are obedient are in a position where He can bless them, to the glory of His name. He will be a present help to all who
serve Him in preference to serving self.” The Faith | Live By, page 62.



‘God can protect His people that are obedient. If you are disobedient, it is important that you consider your situation. There is
some importance attached to obeying God's commandments. “Hear therefore, O Isragl, and observe to do it; that it may be well
with thee, and that ye may increase mightily, as the Lord God of thy fathers hath promised thee, in the land that floweth with
milk and honey. Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord: and thou shalt love the Lord thy God” (with two-thirds of thy
heart? or with half of thy heart? or with a quarter?), “with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.”" Ser-
mons & Talks, volume 2, page 104.

‘They shall keep the way of the LORD’

5. How did Abraham convey the principle of obedience to his household? Genesis 18:19.

NOTE: ‘Abraham was called the father of the faithful. Among the things that made him a remarkable example of godliness
was the strict regard that in his home he paid to the commands of God. He cultivated home religion. He who sees the education
given in every home, and who measures the influence of this education, said, “1 know him that he will command his children
and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment.”’ Child Guidance, page 18.

6. How did the Lord, after Abraham’s death, impress on Isaac the importance of his father’s obedience? Genesis
26:2-5.

NOTE: God reminded Isaac that the covenant made with Abraham and his descendants, together with the blessings that at-
tended the covenant, was made only ‘because Abraham obeyed My voice, and kept My charge, My commandments, My stat-
utes and My laws.” Isaac was thus to understand that the covenant would only remain unbroken so long as he and his descen-
dants practised the faithful obedience of Abraham.

‘Christ gave Hislife to make it possible for man to be restored to the image of God. It is the power of His grace that draws men
together in obedience to the truth. God desires us to reach the standard of perfection made possible for us by the gift of Christ.
He calls upon us to make our choice on the right side, to connect with heavenly agencies, to adopt principles that will restorein
us the divine image. In His written Word and in the great book of nature He has revealed the principles of life. It is our work to
obtain a knowledge of these principles, and by obedience to co-operate with Him in restoring health to the body as well as to
the soul. Men need to learn that the blessings of obedience, in their fullness, can be theirs only as they receive the grace of
Christ. It is His grace that gives men power to obey the laws of God. It is this that enables him to break the bondage of evil
habit. Thisisthe only power that can make him and keep him steadfast in the right path.” God's Amazing Grace, page 103.

‘Thy son, thine only son I saac whom thou lovest’

7.  What incredible command did God giveto Abraham in hislater years? Genesis 22:2.

NOTE: ‘Abraham had greatly desired to see the promised Saviour. He offered up the most earnest prayer that before his death
he might behold the Messiah. And he saw Christ. A supernatural light was given him, and he acknowledged Christ’s divine
character. He saw His day, and was glad. He was given a view of the divine sacrifice for sin. Of this sacrifice he had an illus-
tration in his own experience. The command came to him, “Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, . . . and
offer him . . . for aburnt offering.” Genesis 22:2 . .. Thisterrible ordeal was imposed upon Abraham that he might see the day
of Christ, and realise the great love of God for the world, so great that to raise it from its degradation, He gave His only-
begotten Son to a most shameful death.” Desire of Ages, page 468.

8. What was Abraham’sresponseto God’s command? Hebrews 11:17.

NOTE: *Abraham obeyed God. He did not consult his feelings, but with a noble faith and confidence in God he prepared for
his journey. With a heart rent with anguish he beheld the proud, loving mother gazing with fond affection upon the son of
promise. But he led that loved son away. Abraham suffered; yet he did not let his will rise in rebellion against the will of God.
Duty, stern duty, controlled him. He dared not consult his feelings, or yield to them for one moment. His only son walked by
the side of the stern, loving, suffering father, talking engagingly, uttering over and over the fond name of father, and then in-
quiring, “Where is the sacrifice?’ O, what atest for the faithful father! Angelslooked with pleased wonder upon the scene. The
faithful servant of God even bound his beloved son and laid him upon the wood. The knife was raised.” Gospel Workers,
1892, ed., page 214.

‘Because thou hast obeyed My voice’

9.  What divineintervention prevented the sacrifice of | saac? Genesis 22:11-13.

NOTE: ‘Isaac was a figure of the Son of God, who was offered a sacrifice for the sins of the world. God would impress upon
Abraham the gospel of salvation to man. In order to do this, and make the truth a reality to him as well as to test his faith, He
required him to slay his darling Isaac. All the sorrow and agony that Abraham endured through that dark and fearful trial were
for the purpose of deeply impressing upon his understanding the plan of redemption for fallen man. He was made to under-
stand in his own experience how unutterable was the self-denial of the infinite God in giving His own Son to die to rescue man
from utter ruin. To Abraham no mental torture could be equal to that which he endured in obeying the divine command to sac-
rifice his son. God gave His Son to alife of humiliation, self-denial, poverty, toil, reproach, and to the agonising death of cruci-
fixion. But there was no angel to bear the joyful message: “It is enough; Y ou need not die, My well-beloved Son.” Legions of
angels were sorrowfully waiting, hoping that, as in the case of Isaac, God would at the last moment prevent His shameful
death. But angels were not permitted to bear any such message to God's dear Son. The humiliation in the judgment hall and on



the way to Calvary went on. He was mocked, derided, and spat upon. He endured the jeers, taunts, and revilings of those who
hated Him, until upon the cross He bowed His head and died.” Testimonies, volume 3, page 369.

10. What divine commendation was given to Abraham and why? Genesis 22:15-18. Note the closing wor ds of verse 18.
NOTE: ‘Abraham’s great act of faith stands like a pillar of light, illuminating the pathway of God’s servantsin all succeeding
ages. Abraham did not seek to excuse himself from doing the will of God. During that three days’ journey he had sufficient
time to reason, and to doubt God, if he was disposed to doubt. He might have reasoned that the slaying of his son would cause
him to be looked upon as a murderer, a second Cain; that it would cause his teaching to be rejected and despised; and thus de-
stroy his power to do good to his fellow men. He might have pleaded that age should excuse him from obedience. But the pa-
triarch did not take refuge in any of these excuses. Abraham was human; his passions and attachments were like ours; but he
did not stop to question how the promise could be fulfilled if Isaac should be slain. He did not stay to reason with his aching
heart. He knew that God is just and righteous in all His requirements, and he obeyed the command to the very letter. “Abra-
ham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the friend of God.” James 2:23. And Paul
says, “They which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham.” Galatians 3:7. But Abraham’s faith was made manifest
by hisworks.” Patriarchs & Prophets, page 153.

‘Thefriend of God’

11. What special relationship was Abraham’s because of his obedience? Genesis 18:17-19.

NOTE: ‘The Lord communicated His will to Abraham, and gave him a distinct knowledge of the requirements of the moral
law, and of the salvation that would be accomplished through Himself. It was a high honour to which Abraham was called, that
of being the father of the people who for centuries were the guardians and preservers of the truth of God for the world, of that
people through whom all the nations of the earth should be blessed in the advent of the promised Messiah. But He who called
the patriarch judged him worthy. This is the testimony of God concerning His chosen servant, as it stands registered on the
sacred page: “Abraham obeyed My voice, and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes, and My laws.” And again: “I
know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do jus-
tice and judgment.” It is God that speaks. He who understands the thoughts afar off, and places the right estimate upon men,
says, “1 know him.” There will be on the part of Abraham no betraying of the truth for selfish purposes. He will keep the law,
and deal justly and righteously; for he knows that he must answer to God for his conduct. And he will not only fear the Lord
himself, but he will cultivate religion in his home. He will instruct his family in righteousness; the law of his God will be the
rule in his household. Would that this testimony could be borne of all who in this day have the knowledge of the way of the
Lord, and profess to walk in it. God conferred upon His faithful servant special honour and blessings. Through vision, and
through the angels that walked and talked with him as friend with friend, he was made acquainted with the purposes as well as
with the will of God. When judgments were about to be visited upon Sodom, the fact was not hidden from Abraham. “The
Lord said, Shall | hide from Abraham that thing which | do.” Signs of the Times, April 22, 1886.

12. What special title was given to Abraham because of hisfaithful obedience? James 2:23.

NOTE: ‘Perfect obedience to the law of God is the test by which it is known that our love is perfect toward Christ. The Father
reveals His love to Christ by receiving and welcoming the friends of Christ as His friends. The Father isfully satisfied with the
atonement that Christ has made. He suffered the penalty of the law in order that man might have an opportunity to exercise
repentance towards God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. In behalf of sinners Christ has borne hardships, insults, cal-
umny, abuse and misrepresentation. He was refused by those He came to save, rejected by His own nation. The Lord of glory
was put to a most shameful death, and God Himself was in Christ, suffering with His only-begotten Son, in order to reconcile
the world unto Himself. All this was done in order that fallen man might have another chance by which to redeem himself.
Christ imputes His righteousness to the repentant, believing soul, and he who receives Christ becomes the friend of God.’
Sgns of the Times, June 18, 1896.

Lesson 5: April 26-May 2
‘If yewill obey My voice indeed’

MEMORY VERSE: ‘Now therefore, if ye will obey My voice indeed, and keep My covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treas-
ure unto Me above al people: for all the earth is Mine.” Exodus 19:5.

STUDY HELP: Prophets & Kings, pages 293-294.

LESSON SCRIPTURE: Deuteronomy 6:1-18.

LESSON AIM: To study the basis of the covenant God made with His people.

I ntroduction

‘The Israelites had been specially charged not to lose sight of the commandments of God, in obedience to which they would
find strength and blessing. “Take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently,” had been the word of the Lord to them through
Moses, “lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: but
teach them thy sons, and thy sons’ sons.” Verse 9. The awe-inspiring scenes connected with the giving of the law at Sinai were
never to be forgotten.” Prophets & Kings, page 294.



‘Yeshall bea peculiar treasureunto M€’

1. What wasthe basis of the covenant made between God and the people of | srael? Exodus 19:5-6.

NOTE: ‘The same voice that spoke the sermon on the mount spoke to Moses from the pillar of cloud, enjoining obedience on
the children of Israel: “Thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy God: the Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a special peo-
ple unto Himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth. The Lord did not set His love upon you, nor choose you
because ye were more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people: but because the Lord loved you, and
because He would keep the oath which He had sworn unto your fathers, hath the Lord brought you out with a mighty hand, and
redeemed you out of the house of bondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Know therefore that the Lord thy God,
He is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love Him and keep His commandments to a
thousand generations; and repayeth them that hate Him to their face, to destroy them: He will not be slack to him that hateth
Him, He will repay him to his face. Thou shalt therefore keep the commandments, and the statutes, and the judgments, which |
command thee this day, to do them.”’ Review & Herald, June 6, 1899.

2. How did Peter show that these promises of God are available to Gentiles who are willing to come into covenant
relationship with God? 1 Peter 2:9-10.

NOTE: ‘The Lord made this special covenant with ancient Israel: “Now, therefore, if ye will obey My voice indeed, and keep
My covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto Me above all people; for al the earth is Mine. And ye shall be unto Me a
kingdom of priests, and an holy nation.” Exodus 19:5, 6. He addresses His commandment-keeping people in these last days,
“But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of
Him who hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous light.” “Dearly beloved, | beseech you as strangers and pilgrims,
abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul.” 1 Peter 2:9, 11." Testimonies, volume 2, page 450.

‘That it may be well with you’

3. How did God explain the outcome of obedience? Deuter onomy 4:40, Deuteronomy 5:32-33.

NOTE: ‘The glorious possihilities set before Isragl could be realised only through obedience to God's commandments. The
same elevation of character, the same fullness of blessing, blessing on mind and soul and body, blessing on house and field,
blessing for this life and for the life to come, is possible for us only through obedience.” Christ’s Object Lessons, page 305.

4. How did God expressto MosesHis desire that His people would be obedient to Him? Deuter onomy 5:29.

NOTE: ‘The obedience that Christ rendered, God requires from human beings today. He served His Father in love, with will-
ingness and freedom. “1 delight to do Thy will, O My God,” He declared: “yea, Thy law is within My heart” (Psalm 40:8).
Christ counted no sacrifice too great, no toil too hard, in order to accomplish the work which He came to do. At the age of
twelve He said, “Wist ye not that | must be about My Father’s business?” (Luke 2:49). He had heard the call, and had taken up
the work. “My meat,” He said, “is to do the will of Him that sent me, and to finish His work” (John 4:34). Thus we are to
serve God. He only serves who acts up to the highest standard of obedience. All who would be sons and daughters of God must
prove themsel ves co-workers with Christ and God and the heavenly angels. Thisisthe test for every soul. God's great object in
the working out of His providencesisto try men, to give them opportunity to develop character. Thus He proves whether they
are obedient or disobedient to His commands. Good works do not purchase the love of God, but they reveal that we possess
that love. If we surrender the will to God, we shall not work in order to earn God’s love. His love as a free gift will be received
into the soul, and from love to Him we shall delight to obey His commandments. There are only two classes in the world to-
day, and only two classes will be recognised in the judgment, those who violate God's law and those who obey it. Christ gives
the test by which we prove our loyalty or